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Advertiſement. 


Ould either 


J4 my delires,or 
endeavours have 


prevailed for the 
_— of the 

lowing Letter , 
it had been buri- 
ed in the ſame 


A233 Grave 


* 


2 - Advertiſement. 


Grave with her to 
whom it was ad- 
drels'd. But, be- 
ing fafſſen into the 
Hands of herRe- 
lations - after her 
| Death, many Co- 
pies were diſper- 
ſed before my re- 
turninto England, 
and. thereby a nc- 
| eliry put .upon 


mc 


Advertiſement. -3 
me either to pub- 
liſh it my {elt,. or 
to; have the dil- 
fatisfalhibn' of ſee- 
itg others do it 
bor me. 


This being a 
true account -of 
the Edition of this 
ſhort Treatiſe; 'T 
ſhall need the [ol 
210A 4 Apo- 


UMI 


4 Advert ifement . 
Apology, it there 


teem nothing in it 


for whichit thould 
be. expoſed tO:A 


publick view. Tt 
was Writ as a pri- 
vate Letter, to a 
perſon of: more 
Piety, than Cu- 
riofity ; and with- 
out any proſpett ; 
uy I may add 


mMOoTtc, 


UMI 


Advertiſement. 5 
more , upon 'an 
allurance that - it 
ſhould never come 
to any ones {ight 
but her own; And 
therefore it ought 
not. to be wor- 
derd if it appear 
with all the plain- 
neſs and freedom, 
which an Epiſtor 
lary Stile and:Cha; 

A5 racer 


6 Advertiſement. 
raſter -required. 
For the reſt, as 1 


can ſmcerely pro- 
fels that it was no 


principle of vant 
ty | that led me 
 firſt'to write -It;, 
{o miich leſs does 
any ſich Morive 
mduce me now to 
publith it,* It-was 
ro ferve a orcater 

- and 


UMI 
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and» bertes erat; 

? bot thendic,afl 
now ds defign it”: 
And it thoſe who 

ſhall hereafter per- 

uſe it, do it but 
with the ſame. pi- 

ety that ſhe did 

for whom it was 
compoſed, 1 am 
perſwaded neither 

{ they nor 1 ſhall 
 A6 have 


g—_—— -- - 


UMI 


$ Advertiſement. 
have any cauſe 
to. repent/: us of 


our Labour. 


UMI 
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, | Paris; April 25. $.N.1684. 


Madam, 


| Addreſs 
here make you, 
| | how meanly ſe - 


ever 1have performed it, 
is yet fo ſuitable to your 
circumſtances, and fo 
well befits my charatter, 

| that 


— RD ——————R—eRre 


t:*.& 
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( 10)) 
that T make no doubt 
with the ſame charity 


that I have deſigned it. 
And therefore mſtead of 
making Apalogits/ for 
my undertaking, T1 will 
rather ſend it to you with 
my hearty Prayers, that 
theſe few direFFions [pave 
here. put together 5 may 
be. as truly, uſefwltoyou, 
6 1 affre you he 
were really by me inepu- 


wh. TO "Tou 


x 
* x31 
« $4,%x> 


144. ono wy a> - 


late met with ſame, who 


(11) 


 Jou are not, Ma: 
dam, to expecF- in this 
ſhort draught any thing 
but what you have often 
already heard 5 and ,.1 
perſwade my ſelf., have 
long el Reli- 
gion is. none. of thoſe 
things that .change 
with the  falhion., 
and accommodate them- 
ſelves. to the mode: 
.tnd though we. have. of 


have 


( 12 ) 
have endeavoured upon 
the foundations of Chri- 
ſtianity to eref} a new 
Scheme of Court-Di- 
vinity, by making the 
way to Fleaven beth 
broader. and ſmoother 
than it is : yet both the 
projeftors and thoſe that 
ollow them will ſadly 
find themſelves. miſtaken 
m the end ; when the one 
fhall periſh for betray- 
ing thetr Maſter, and 
the others be condemn: 
for 


(13) 
for not rejefling their In» 
novations. 


But, - Madam, if 
you find nothing new m 
the matter, I am fure 
much leſs will you have a- 
«y thing in the Stile and 
brug but what is 

ain and eafie, In ſuch 
Diſcourſes fp Far he 
| ſeems to me to ſpeak 
| moſt properly, that ex» 
| preſſes himſelf moſl clears 
ly. Some thmgs indeed I 


ſhould 


(14) 
ſhould have added ; others 
have changed, and have 
dreſsd the whole with 
greater care ; but 1 had 
ttle time, and much gs 
ther buſmeſe , which 1 
am {ure you know to be 
more than. pretences 
The Rules yet 1 an con 
fident are ſound and uſes 
ful, and may asthey art, 
ſerve your devetion; 
But 4 your abundance 
of better lelps fruſtrate 
that defugn, yet at leaſt 


ou - 


UMI 


«vs 
you will be. pleaſed to 
efteem it an undoubted 


teſtimony of that finceri- 


ty with-whrch 1 am, 


| Madam, 


Your moſt humble, 

and moRobodiene 
Servant, 
W.W. 


I N- 


( 16 ) 


_—— 


_— 


INTRODUCTION. 


H xxx is nothing 
hath proved more 
fatal to that due Prepara- 
tion we ought to make 
for exother life, than our 
unhappy miſtake of the 
mature of this, ' We are 
brought into the World, 
Children, Ignorant and 
Impotent; we grow up 
in vanity and folly ; and 
when we come to be 
Men, we are but very 
little more prudent and 


more 


_——_— — — — UT 


UM 
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more conſiderate. The 
whole of our Refleions 
ſeems to terminate in this, 
what courle we are to 
take to paſs our time;ſome 
to get, others to ſpend 
their Eſtates ; and when 
Intereſt or Inclination , 
Friends or Fortune have 
determined . the choice , 
we are then entred in, 
and our remaining buſi- 
nels is to purſue this end 
to the beſt advantage, 
for our preſent eaſe and 
ou r future eſtabliſhment. 
Thus are our thoughts 
and our delires wholly 
tied tothis World; we 

| vainly 


13 Hhitrodution. 


vainly projecb 2 ſettle 
ment- tz it, nor look we 


any farther than thelic- 
tle Intereſts and Bmploy« 
_ thereof cOgAge 


2. F xwfure, Madam, 
Frieed :nov fay much to 
QOfWINCe YOu, who- have- 
hed i: many: oppertunt- 
ties'to ſettle this RefletFrm. 

. 6 upon} yourown Expo. 
riegee; and who, F any 
perfwaded} have ſ- pro- 
feadly employ-di them, 
chat Nis is the juſt cha-- 
recer-of'the-far greater 
Part. of Mankind': And 


for 


. > —_— 
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for- the unhappy influ- 
enee of it tg the Decay of 
Chrifianity , I think it is 
not to be doubted that *ris 
the tying of our affeQi- 
ons -fo much to this 
World, that- above' any 

ing indiſpoſes us to 
think efanother. Whileſt 
we {ct-up our Hopes and 
our Eſtabliſhment here, 
we either altogether for- 
get. or at - leaſt do not 
o vigorouſly. conſider, 
That - God has provided 
another and better place 
for 'ys, whither we ſhall 
iq a- very little time be 
transferred by him , _- 
15. _ 


20 Htroduftion. 


for which therefore the 
reat affair of our whole 


ives now ſhould be to 


provide. 


3. Is 1T poſlible to 
be imagined 'that we 


ſhould ſee ſuch num- 
bers engage their lives 


and Labours, ſome to 


heap together 4 little 


dirt-that ſhall bury them 
in the end: Others ta 


pain an Honour, that at 


{t can be celebrated 
but by an inconſiderable 
part of the World, and is 
envied and calumaniated 
by more than 'tis truly 
given ; 


— — 


—_— — _— 


Itroduftion. 21 
given ; Moſt to purſue 


the pleaſures ( as they 
call them } of their Na> 


tures ; -which begin 1n 
ſin, are carried on with 
Danger , and end in bit- 


terneſs ;-and* fearce one 


that- troubles himſelf a- 
bout the Bleſſings of Hea- 
ven , or atleaſt lives as if 
he did ſo;-would Men 
{crioufly\perſwade them- 
ſelves that they have here 
no abiding. place, no City 
fo awell in, but are on- 
ly in their paſſage to 
the heavenly Teruſalem, 


{ _ their City which is above, 


where alone true happi- 
B neſs 
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nels 1s nds 20g 
upon which . therefore 
their thoughts and/- their 
endeavours, ought chiefly 


to be employed. 


Cad e behold the 
— and . {Yrbehold of 
many. ; the carele{sneſ$ 
and rreligion_ of almoſt 
all; and believe that the 
Chri Cc. Miark q s: tri- 

Y, CONLINRReE gf thoſe 
great, truths cheir Religi- 
on. teaches. them of A /a- 
ture life, and Avaſt Eter- 
nity of, rewards and pur 
vihmeots , according. as 


Wes gblerve or neglect t 
Duties 


UMI 


*) 
7 


LI 
«. ov Pak , 
ka, _* - 


q 


Iitrodufion. 2 } 


Duties it commands in 
This ? 


s, How ſhall webe- 
lieve that thoſe Men are 
perſwaded of the true 
buſineſs of this Life, that 
'tis the time of trial, that 
God has thrown us into 
this World as into a Cir» 
cle, to exerciſe our ſelves 
in-it, and receive the 
Crowant wecome off with 
Victony , who ſoſhame- 
lly decline the Conwat'; 
are {o far from ob- 


raining the victory, that 


we. are ſcarcely to be 
brought but even. to do 
"» $ 


24 Introduftion. 


any thing towards it. 


6. IN aword; Were 
it poſlible that the 
thoughts of Ezerxity, but 
eſpecially the near ap- 
proaches of it , by a ma- 
ture age, a craly con- 
Kitution , or a violent 
ſickneſs , ſhould amaze 
ſo many . as we find it 
does, make them f@'un- 
willing to go to Chri 
and receive the Ren 
of their Labous; ad 
they ever truly-conſide- 
red-all theſe things ; and 
not rather with old S:we- 
on {ing their Nunc dimit- 

Hs, 


UM 


=—_—_y 
\ 
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tis, with comfort and 
aſlurance; and | 
cry out with 2, 

S, Paul, Phil. 

F. 21. To me to live 
"y Chriſt, 41d Phil. 1. 2t., 
io aye Is gain; 23. 

and again, v.23. I have 
« deſire to depart and to 
be with Chriſt. 


7. WtzrtLlnow,Ma- 
dam, to deal with any 
other than-your ſelf, theſe 
and the: like conliderati- 
ons would engage me, 
before I entred on the 
following preſcriptions , 

B 3 to 


26 Titroduttion. 


to diſpoſe your mind toy 
a reception of them, by 
{hewing you the great 
intereſt we have in Ezer- 
aity; That our Lives are 
uncertain, to be fure, cane 
not be long here , and 
that therefore we ought 
to haſten all we can, be- 
fore it be too late, to 
examine our Souls , and 
provide for fatority. 
That all the little O 
jets we now purſue, for 
which our eaſq, our Con- 
{cience, nay = very Re- 
ligion it ſelf * is facri- 
ficed by us, are "ter | 


ties and trifles, ngither 
* wotthy 


UM! 


—_—_— 


Introdaftiom. 25 
wortly 'ifn themſelves, 
nor / ſatsfyitjz in ' their 
enjoy intedt /Bat, Mata, 
your 'vertue , and your 
prudence, 'make all ſach 
preparativils unneceflary 
formalities, and Ynſtead 
of ofienitig the way tothe 
following Adareſs, by 
ſuch inſinuations, I oughr 
rather to apologize for my 
indifcretion in'' the whole 
undertaking, whieh your 
piety prevents,and which 
your dayly practice ſhews 
you already to underſtand 
beyond any this I am 
able to offer for your 
aſſiſtance. 

B4 8.Nex- 
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8. Never THELESS 
fince it has pleaſed God 
to an excellent natural 
diſpolirion to add yet 0- 
ther Obligations, and b 
the troubles of this Li 
to draw you to bimſelt ; 
to ſhew you wotthy of 
his favour, and I truſt 
more highly to reward 
you 1n the next ; be plea- 
ſed to. give. me leave 
- this. way ito congratulate 
with you thoſe Evils, 
which ſo many are wont 
. to lament , and which 
no one ' more ſincerely 
wiſhes ( if it pleaſe God ) 
to ſee you free from, 

| than 


UM 
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than my. ſelf ; and as you 
have done me-the honour 
to command my atten- 
dance whillt you were 
with us here ,, pardon 
me if I intrude upon 
your Meditations a few 
of my molt ſerious Re- 
fletions, to ſupply my ab-+ 
ſence ;_ and be.. a teſti- 
mony. of that real reſpe&t. 
wherewith. I honour 
you now 10-your Tetire=- 
ment... 


30 Preparation 


OO EIT 
ee rn es” "Oe" Tue 


GEHRHAST L 
Of ( ontentedneſs mder 


your Condition. 


ao' I am inf 
nitely diftant from 
that excellent perfeQtion 
which made. the Primz- 
tive” Chriſtians "otvy 7 
their tribulations, and St. 
Pal rejoyce in that fig 
in the fleſh , which God 
had given him as a pecu- 
Har B fromabove ; 


yet1s it really ſome fatis- 
faction 


4 
= 
\ 


© \. 


jd 


UMI 


faction to me; that I am 
not now wholly hable to 
that '/Cenſare, which is 
ſo uſually made on theſe 
occaſions, That*tis eaſie for 
any Man when he is welt to 


gtve advice to them: that 


are '#0F.” It hath pleaſed 
God;for the'raſhnels:per- 
haps of 'my uſual”! dis 
courſe, 'to' niske at pre- 
ſent very unealy forme 
to ſpeak at all. I can- 
not but *ackhowiddge his 
Merey' in the Admoni 
tionyand if-it pleaſe him 
altogether to-ſilenGe Muy 
fo;1/F tar: half nobbal 
as now; peak with di 
2101) B 6 culty, 
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culty , but wholly be 
diſabled to open. my 
mouth, to any articulate 
utterance ;. yet I hope he 
will give me grace even 
i my #houghts to praiſe 
him;. To - conlider the 
juſtice of his. proceeding 
with me, and to implore 
his pardon of what my 
_ |_ worthily deſer-. 
V 


2. I T- cannot be de» 
ny'd but that rhis-is an 
exetciſe of themoſt difi- 
cult Nature; and the 
Apoltle himſcifconfeffes 
even where be maſt. .cxe 


horts 


AV REG. 


UM 


foz Death. 33 


horts us. to: an. acquieſ-- 
cence in: it, 

That no cha- = 
ftening ' for 

the preſent ſeemeth to be 
foxons, but grievous; Yet. 
conliderations. there are, 
| that are able toalleviate 
| ourgreateſt nnferies,. and 
| make us, if not come up 
| to: the charatter of thoſe 
| who. xejoxce i» Tribulas 
] tions , 'yeb at:leaſt. ſatisfy 
the duty L; am:.now re- 
commending', : of being 
patient and contented un- 
der our ſufferings. . 


3. A'nD 


I 2, Ve. 


V__.. w 


34 P2evaration 


2. AND the firſt of 
theſe both 4n our pra- 
ftice and this Diſcourſe 
ought to be, To look up 
to that Hand that in- 
fits them. SOOTHE 


I Tis our great unhap- 
pineſs when any calami- 
ties fall upon us, that we 
are uneaſie and diflatisfi- 
ed; and our whole - bu-. 
fineſs and project: is; j 
now to. remove them , 
not to conſider from 
whence . th come. 
dometimes indeed, if the 
caute / be: viſible, wediſ- 
courle 


foz Death, 25 


courle of it as of a chance 
- a ' wi3fortune ; but we 
= at the inſtrument, 
never paſs on to 
him that directed it : 
the ſecond cauſe we 
know, but trouble our 
ſelves no further to re- 
cur to the firit : where-. 
as , would we fſerioully 
conlider, * 'That the Pro- 
widence of God | orders 
all the affairs Fry World; 
* That without his ai 
ſtance we cam mo more get 
quit of our _ Affliction 
than but by his permeſe 
we firft fell rnto it ; 
* Tha this unquietneſs 


there 
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therefore is 4: murmuring 
azainft his juſtice , 4 re-- 
bellion againſt his Provi- 
dence'\ upon: whow: aloxe 
we ought to: rely ; and. 
whoſe mercy we. ſbould by, 
all imaginable ſubmiſſion 
implore ; We ſhould then; 
acquieſce in: his. diſpen-. 
ſation, till. it pleaſed his, 
goodneſs to remove our. 
evils ;. cry. out _ old- 

.,. Eli, It zs. the. 
- Lord, let him 
do what ſeemeth him good ; 
and as we dayly pray. 
that his will may be done in 
Eaxth, 10 by our ſubmiſe 
hon ſhew.that we: truly 
defire.it. 4: LES 


P.7, rn 


fo2 Death. 37 


4. LeT us tothis add, 
Secondly, That God 
delights not to affliit, 
wor wver millingly 
grieves the Children of 

Mew. 


* I T may be we fſuf- 
fer in our calamity the 
puniſhment of our ſins, 
and then let usnot mur- 
mur at that which is the 
juit reward of our de- 
ſervings. * Perhaps God 
proves us 1n this life, that 
he may the more plen- 
teoully reward us in the 
next ; and how ther 


{ball 


33 Pzeparation 


ſhall we repine again{t . 


his mercy, which makes 
theſe light af- 


REL 
| Th flictions that are 


but for « moment, work out | 


for us 4 far more exceeaing 
and eternal weight eee 
7y; To be ſure if we 
make that uſe of them 
which he intends, if we 
_ repent ſeriouſly, ſubmit 
contentedly , - and fſetve 
him faithfully, they ſhall 
turn to our advantage; 
tho' the paſſage be trou- 
bleſome, yet is it ſecure. 
and ſhall- in a little time 
bring us eaſe and quiet, 
and peace at the laſt. 


A For 


* . 
Crna IIS 0. *.. IR. : 
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5. Fox let us not mil- 
take the goodneſs of God, 
nor imagine that becauſe 
he ſmites us, therefore we 
are foraken by him ; but 
let us conſider rather, 


Thirdly, © That * tis the 
very Condition of all his 
promiſes, through much 
Tribulation to bring «s 

to his Kjngdom, 


« THAT bleffed place 
&« where all evils ſhall be 
© removed, 
Kind there AI 21: 4 
&© ſhall be n0 
* more any dtath , nor 
&« ſorrow, 


40 Preparation 


* ſorrow, nor crying, nor 


* 94in. We. have a full 


account of this, Heb. 12.. 
a place fo ſatisfatory , 
that I will tranſcribe only 
- one paſlage, to engage 
you to recur yourſelf to 
the reſt ; My ſon deſpiſe 
INGR not thow the 

cheftenins of 


the Lord, nor faint when 


thow art rebuked of him; 
for whom the Loyd loveth- 
he chaftneth ; and ſcoure> 
eth every ſon whom he re- 
ceiveth. But, Fourthly ; 


6.*Let us look into the Ages 
* that have gone before 
WE LET 


— or —_—PP_ he ® 
” 


UN 


_— — 


. 
fo2 Death. Al 


LET us conſult our 
own experience: in the 
preſent; we ſhall find 
the obſervatian of our 
Apoſtle ever to have been 
verified , That the beſt 
men generally fall under 
the ſevereſt preflures. 
Our Saviour Chriſt was 
our forerunner in this 
trial, as well as in the 
reward that accompanies 
ir : He began: as, we 
ought to follow after , 
= fr ay Joy which was 
et before him, 
—— - pre: a 
croſs , deſpiſing the ſhame. 
Which of his holy A => 

cs 
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ſtles eſcaped: this trial ; 
— What numbers of the Pri- 
mitive Saints were under 
the perpetual perſecution 
of the moſt malicious ene- 
miesthat Hell could raiſe 
againſt them, for many 
hundred Years ? *They 
© were ſtoned, they mere 
6 {an aſunder , were ſlain 
Heb.t1, © with the ſword, 
3% *they wandred 
© #p and down in ſbeeps (hins 
* 4nd Goats shins, being de- 

© ftitute, affiifted, tormen- 

© ted,, and yet were theſe 

m—— 38. *the Men, of 
© whom the morld 

worthy , whom 

we 


$ $165 7108. 


- we ought with comfort 
to. look up unto, -axd 
run With path 

ence the race that 


#5 ſet before us. 


7. Tres cconſidera- 
tions, though I have ( as 
I ought) | propoſed in 
general terms, yet I am 
ſure, Madam,you will not 
fail by a particular ap- 
plication to: bring - them 
home to your own Con» 
ccrns; and - for your 
ealier performance will 
ga on. if. you -pleaſe- to 
make yew a: refleQian or 
two that. may —— 

-4N 


11 1t. 
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$. IN enquicing into 


the goods that you have 
loſt, or the evils you et- 
ther fear . or ſutfer ; I 
ſhall not trouble you 
with an Enumeration of 
that which I know you 
deſpiſe, the flatreries, the 
courtſhip , the other wva- 
nities of the World; 
The very loſs of theſe 
is a happineſs almoſt e- 
qual to what you un- 
ergo for it. And though 
that Beauty, which yet 
others,” I -perſwade my 
ſelf., ' valued too more 
highly . chan your ſelf, 
_—_ . was 


fo? Death. 45 


was a Bleſſing which 
you owed much to Hea- 
ven for; yet the additi- 
onal ornaments you 
have hereby the oppor- 
tunity of making to 
your Soul, will in the 
end give you a more ſolid 
ſatisfaction, and as much 
chain to you the affeCti- 
ons of the good and 
wiſe, as the other at- 
trated the eyes of the 
reſt, 


9. For your preſent 
diſtemper ; it 15, God be 
thanked, neither {ſo trou- 


 bleſome for the preſeat, 


® as 
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as to take you off from all 
ſatisfaction ; nor , I am 
willing to perſwade my 
ſelf, ſhall it prove ſo 
dangerous 1n its conſe- 
quence , as to deprive 
you of all hope of ſee- 
ing your ſelf again in 
your former health , on- 
ly diſciplined and in- 
ſtructed, not utterly cut 
off by ſickneſs. 


10, HOWEVER, let 
us ſuppoſe now , as well 
as fear the worlt ; Is 
there any thing parti- 
cular in dying young ? 


Do not thouſands every - 


day 


<a w, ” 


% 


-. A . * . 
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day do it? And have 
you known none in 
health and vigour, who 
have pitied your con- 
dition; and behold they 
are themſelves gone be- 
fore you, even fince 
you fell into this Di- 
ſtemper.: And what is 
the harm then of this ? 
that you have fairer 
warning than others, 
who are unexpettedly 
cut of, and ſo have'a 
better opportunity , 'as 
well as greater engage- 
ments ,. to cultivate your 
Soul, and . provide for 
your latter 'end ? To 

C 2 dye 
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dye 1s no pain, to leave 
this World is only to 
get quit of a trouble- 
{ome place, where you 
could never find any 
eaſe or quiet , any ſolid 
ſatisfaftion and comfort. 
To go to Heaven 1s to 
be - transfer'd to that 
Kingdom you have e- 
ver long'd for; to enjoy 
all the glories of eter- 
nity-, to become compa- 
ny-for Saints. and, Angels, 
and behold the Bl:fled 
preſence of God, iz 
whoſe preſence there is 
fulneſs of ; joy, and at 
whoſe. right hand there 


are 


_ ma 
o_ : » 
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re pleaſures for ever- 
more. 


Ii: ThE: truth is, 
the greateſt part of your 
misfortune is founded 
on * the opinion of the 
World : we fools efteem 
theſe things evils, ' and 
this - makes © others be- 
lieye "they really are fo. 
But the good Chriſtian 
who conſiders them on-, 
ly as neceflary paſlages 
tO # glorious immortality ; 
that through this dark 
ſcene of faiified ''hotror 
{ces a Crown and a Throne, 

" everlaſtins bleſſiugs 
= & 3 Pre- 
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Prepared for him ; joy- 
| fully receives his Sum- 
mons as he has long 
impaticntly expected it : 
goes of out of the 
World as contentedly 
as the Ador ' when, the 
Play is ended leaves the 
Stage, His only con- 
cera iS, whilit he ap- 
pears upon it, ſo to de- 
mean. himſelf ,. that. he 
may have a Plaudite at 


lat ;-and then 'tis. all 
one whether . his part 


ended in the Third Af, 
or continues 0n to the 
very laſt Sexe. 


be Tr HA.” \ 


JMI 
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12.SU CH, Madam,are 
your obligations to this 
firſt Duty , and the per- 
formance of them will e- 
fpecially engage you to 
theſe three things ; 


I. Never deſpair &- 
ther of God's bleſſings here, 
or of his reward hertaf- 
ter, but go on as you 
have begun ; fulfil your 
duty as he has com- 
manded ; embrace his 
promiſes with Faith and 
aſſurance; and for the 
reſt, leave it in his hands, 
as inthe hands of a moſt 

C4 mer- 
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merciful Saviour, who 
himſelf became Man , 
and ſ{uffer'd Death upon 
the Croſs for our ſakes , 
. and by that ſtupendious 
aCt of Mercy , has taught 
us ever to rely in all 
things upon his Good- 
neſs. 


2. Murmur not at your 
ſickneſs, for thereby you 
will fin againſt God's 
Providence and Go- 
vernment_; but ſubmit 
with peace to what you 
ſuffer, and pray for 
your deliverance. I do 
not ſay you ſhould at- 

kect 


UMI 
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fect a_ rude. inſenſibilis 
ty. : Sighs and - Groans: 
and mournful exprefſi- 
ens, thele are the ſick 
Man's proper language ; 
David roared for 
the difquietneſs of 
his ſoul; our Bleſſed 
Lord himſelf in his laſt 
and ; ſharpeſt | pang of 
ſorrow, cried out ,, 
with.a loud voice, xxvii. a6, 
before he gave up 
the: Ghoſt, "There 1s no- 
thing in this but what 
is innocent ; and though 
too much of it may: be- 
tray our weaknels, yet: 
whillt you , keep! {ti} ai 
C 5 IE» 


Pl. 38.8. 
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reſignation to God's dif- 
pofal, it cannot be 'im- 
puted to you for' any 
fn, 


\' 2}. Tax tr heed of 
that which is the ge- 
geral fault of ſick pet- 
fons, and which a long 
diforder almoſt unavoid- 
ably brings with it, 
x that is Peeviſpneſs. 
This will but render 
you uneaſie to- your ſelf 
and to thoſe about you , 
x troubles your repoſe , 
without doing you a- 
fiy good;- and 1s equal- 
I to be ayoided both 


for 
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for the folly , and for the 
fin. 


1}. Is n Ar x cloſethis 
reflection with one neceſ[- 
ſary remark, which I de- 
fire you to apply to all 
the following ; That in 
{peaking thus to you, 
I am fo far from charg- 
ing you as guilty in 
this matter, that I can 
— lay , I believe 
the exhortaion., wholly 
needleſs : only it was. 
my duty in. ſo impor- 
tant a Concern. to omit 
nothing that might any 
way be thought necef-. 

C6. - fary; 
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fary ; and 1t will be your 
 TatisfaQtion to fee how 
far you are advanced in 
your duty ; and your 
engagement to purſue 
that very little, which you 
' may perhaps find to be 
{ill wanting. 


CHAP. 


UMI 
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CHAP. II. 


That you ought not to 
be amazed at the 


fear of Death. 


HEeREe 1s nothing 

inthe World more 

generally dreaded , and 

yet leſs to be feared than 
Death. Indeed for thoſe 
unhappy Men, whoſe 
hopes terminate in this 

life, no wonder if the 

| proſpeCt of another ſeems 
| terrible and amazing. 
| FS Hell 
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Hell is a place which 
the moſt reſolute Soul 
cannot but tremble to 
think of, how much 
more to enter into? Bur 
for him who has lived 
well, and who there- 
fore relies on God's 
mercies for an eternal 
Salvation , to thew this 
concern, it betrays ei- 
ther much weakneſs or 
great doubt, and either 
his faith, or his es; 
or both , are lefS firm 


than they ought to. 


be. 


Hs 


UMI 
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(Hz thetefore - that 
* will not fear io dye , 
* muſt fr/# be careful 
© to live well. 


2. T a x ſtroak of death 
5nothing ; Children en- 
dure it, and the greateſt 
Cowards find it no pain : 
But when to this we 
{hall add the certain ap- 
prehenſion of its being 
the gate to an Eternal 
Life, then may we pre- 
fume to fay , we have 
wholly conquer'd this 
Kzjng of Terrours , - 

ng the Eprnikion of St. 
fing pin Pact 
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Paul, 1 Cor. 15. 0 aeath, 
cv; gs Whereis thy ſting * 

O grave, where 
is thy wittory? 
Thanks be to God who g1- 
veth us the vittory through 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: - 


woolP,gy 


Secondly , He muſt take 
off his Aﬀettions from. 
this World. 


3.IT was the reflection, 
of the Son of Sirach 
Ecclus. 4. 1. O death, how 
bitter is the remembrance 
of thee to « Man that 
liveth at reſt in his poſſeſſi« 
ons, to the Man '#hat: hath: 
nothing 


— "Pa 
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nothing to wex him, but 
hath proſperity in all 
things. Whillt we pleaſe 
our ſelves with the vant- 
ties we enjoy here , we 
cannot expect but that it 
muſt needs be a trouble 
to us to be divorced from 
them : But let us only 
change the ſcene; inſtead 
of theſe earthly , tran- 
ſient goods. ; let us. raiſe 
our Souls to the Heavenly 
and Eternal : then ſhall 
we begin to think the 
time long, that we are 
detained from them, and 
wiſh for that end , we 
before feared. Tully tells 
us 
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us that Cleombrotus was 
ſo taken with this fpe- 
culation, that having on- 
ly read in Plato the con- 
fectures of that great 
Man concerning the fate 
of the Soul after Death, 
he had not patience to 
tarry the tedious courſe 
of Nature, but by a vio- 
kne death cut the thread 
himfelf, that he might 
immediately enjoy what 
he {o infinitely defired. 


4.N o kr may we forti- 
fy our ſelves much leſs a- 
gainſt the fear of death, 
Thirdly. 


© From 


63 
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*From the Conſidera- 
© tion of thoſe evils it 
F frees us from, than of 
*that happineſs ut 
© transfers us to. 


When the great Em- 
peror of Perſis wept over 
his Army upon this Con- 
ſideration, That within 
the revolution of a ſingle 
Age, not a Man of all 
that innumerable conflu- 
ence would be left alive; 
Artabanus \{tanding by; 
improved his meditation, 
by adding , That yet all 
of them ſhould meet 
with 
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with ſo many and grear 
evils, that every one 
ſhould wiſh himſelt 
dead long before that. Tt 
is the true character of 
our. lives: which 
Job once gave, 
Man that is born of a 
Woman hath but a ſhort 
time to live , and: is full 
of trouble. It 1s'' the 
- great bleſſing: of Heaven 
that as our lives are very 
miſerable, ſo are they ve- 
ry ſhort too, and what 
we uſually complain of 
as -our misfortune, we 
ought rather to congra- 
tulate as our happineſs. 

Had 


Job 14.1, 


UM 


Had David died a little 
fooner, How much trou- 
ble had he eſcaped which 
now he endured, in the 
rebellion and death of his 
own Son, and all the mi- 
{cries of a Civil War that 
was raiſed againſt him ? 
Letany Man conſult his 
own experience, and ſay, 
how many ſorrows he 
had miſs'd,had God called 
him to his reſt but a few 
years befote;z. and there- 
fore whether the promiſe 
he has made to deliver the 
juſt from the evils to come, 
ought not tobe made our 
dayly prayer for its ac- 
COIN» 
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compliſhment , rather 
than fill our Souls with 
terror at. the apprehen- 
{10n. 


But fourthly : *© Death 
© do's' not only free us 
* from - miſery , but ſit: 
. 


F00. 


5. T neliteofa Chri- 
Ftian 1s a continual war- 
fare, full of dangerous 
conflits and doubtful 
conſequences: Our luſts 
{ollicite us, the World 
encourages , - the Devil 
tempts us; we fall often, 


and '-are never ſecure. 
But 


: 
id 


But Death frees us from 
all danger , ſets us ſafely 
on Shore inour long-ex- 
pected Canaax , where 
there are no temptations, 
no dangers, no poſſibility 
of falling; but eternal 
purity, and immortal joys 
{ſecure our happineſs for 
evermore. 


6. THBREis yetan 
advice which may uſe- 
fully be added here, and 


it is thus, 
©That ſince the time of 
© our dying 15 uncert4in, 
* we [ould every day ex- 


pe# 
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© peck what every hour 
© may bring to 4s : 


IT is our great un- 
happineſs in this matter , 
that though we live ne- 
ver ſo many years , we 
are {till ſurprized. We 
pat the. evil day far 
from us, and then it 
catches us at unawares, 
and we tremble at the 
proſpe&t. But let us 
ſtand on our guard , let 
us live like thoſe who 
expect to dye, and then 
we ſhall find theſe ter- 
rors very much leſſen , 
and that we feard 

Death 


LIMI 


LMI 
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Death only becauſe we 
were unacquainted with 
it. Philip King of Ma- 
cedon had a Page con- 
ſtantly attending in his 
Chamber to tell him e- 
very morning as ſoon 
as he awaked, * Remem- 
*ber, O KRjng, that thou 


e art mortal. 


7. BuT to quit you 
wholly of this fear, and 
that I may cloſe this 
point too with ſomething 
particular, give me leave, 
Madam, to deſire you, 
inſtead of a thouſand 
arguments, to recur only 

D to 
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to your own experience 3 
you have already lookt 
death in the face, you 
are acquainted with it , 
what have you found ſo 
terrible 1n it as to diſturb 
the repoſe of a good 
Chriſtian, 7z. e. of fuch 
a one as your ſelf? I 
cannot without fatiſ- 
faction remember the 
calm, the quiet, the 
peace you were then 1a; 
when every hour ſeem- 
ed to tell you, *"twas 
your laſt. Death is an 
enemy you have already 
met , and already con- 
quer'd, you have pulld 
Our 
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out his ſting, by the 
preparation you have 
made for it, and you 
know he has nothing 
now remaining that can 
injure or affright you. 
Only maintain your con- 
queſt , by ſecuring your 
innocence, and working 
out your Salvation ; and 
then you may with con- 
fidence undervalue that 
which ſo much terrihes 
the World , and which 
yet all, even thoſe who 
the moſt dread it, muſt 
in a little time meet 
whether they wall ' or 


0. 
D 2 CHAP, 
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CHAP. III, 
That you ought to be 


careful to provide 


for another World, 


His is the = 
duty of our lives, 
and ought to be the 
chief buſineſs of us all 
every day of them. No 
Man knows what the 
next hour may bring 
forth, and to put our 
Salvation, and the hopes 
of eternity to ſo dange- 
rous 
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rous a hazard as we,do, 
when we procraſtinate 
( though never {ſo lit- 
tle) our working of it 
out with fear and trem- 
blinz, 15to ſhew either 
a very unwarrantable 
preſumption upon God's 
goodneſs, or a very light . 
elteem of our own 
Souls. 


2, Ou lives depend 
on ſo many curious parts 
and organs, ſo many dil- 
eaſes aſlail them every 
moment, ſo many ac- 
cidents may take them 
from us, that we can 
D 3 never 
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, never ſay the next mi- 
nute. 1s our own; and 
that he therefore who 
negletts his falvati- 
on to day , may with- 


out danger put it off 


to to morrows conlide- 
ration, God has told 
us, That his Spirit ſhall 
not alway ſtrive with 


Man, but as he offers: 


to every one a ſpace to 
repent, 10 there 1s a time 
too (if we omit that op- 
portunity ) when there 
ſhall be no lonper any ſpace 
for it. 


AND 
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AND how can any 
of us tell that this hour 
15 not the laſt wherein 
God will pive us his 
race for ſo great a 
work; fo that though 
we ſhould live to ſee 
the next, yet that then 
our {cntence ſhall not 
be found already pro- 
nounced, and we fhall 
not be able: to repent, 
though we never ſo much 
delire it. 


3- SUCH obligations 
therefore have we all 


immediately to conſider 
4 our. 
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Pal. 119. our ways, and tHYN 
— our feet to God's 
teftimonies : But,: Madam, 
is has pleaſed his great 
goodneſs to lay more 
than ordinary ties upon 
you, to do this; He has 
taken you off , by a 
peculiar inſtance of his 
Mercy, from the vani- 
ties and temptations of the 
World : He has: diſabled 
you from falling into 
many fins ; and calls up- 
on you to wateh againſt 
the reſt ; he has brought 
ou to an early know- 
edge of your ſelf, and 


of him, at an age when - 


moiſt 


Porn 4. Ou 
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moſt others are the fer- 
vants of fin, and 
creatures of vanity. 
He has given you op- 
portunity from the wri- 
tings and converſation 
of the beſt Men, to un- 
derſtand your duty , 
your danger, and your 
intereſt: And, Madam, 
what you ought above 
all things to bleſs him 
tor , he: has given you a 
heart t00., to receive 1n- 
ſtruction, and that is 
deſirous of his glory ; 
and though after ſo ma- 
ny better means. as you: 
have had of informing 
D 5 your 
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your ſelf how to pro- 
ceed in this important 
buſineſs ; after the know- 
ledge you have attain'd, 
and the progreſs you 
have made, there 1s lit- 
tle need for me to add 
4 thing on this ſub- 
ject ; yet I know I can- 
not better fatisfie your 
piety', or diſcharge my 
own duty, than by lay- 
ing before you, ina ſhort 
wew, a proſpect of your 
labours, through which 
you: have ſo Iong been 
travelling, and are now 
lo nearly, come, toever- 


laſting life. 


4+ AT 
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4. AT the firſt Cre- 
ation, when: God crea- 
ted Man upon the Earth, 
he i in him a 
Law teaching him his 
whole Duty , he gave 
him beſides , a poſitive 
Law not to eat of © the 
fruit of the tree __ _ 
of Knowledge; 11. 
and to perform 
this, he added a perfet. 
ftrength and; ability 
whereby he might for 
ever have lived without 
the'leaſt- fin; had Adam 
done" this, his perfe&ti- 
on: (' thie Kiiowledo e*atid 
D 6 liliey 
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Ability God created in 
him) had fill conti- 
nued, and after a cer- 
tain period of years , 
which God ſhould have 
determined, he had been 
rewarded with an aſ- 
ſumption to eternal feli- 
City. 


5, IT K1S1sthat which 
is uſually called THE 
FIRST; -COYV.E- 
NANT, which 4- 
dam fatally breaking by 
his diſobedience, ſoon 
forfeited ; and came ſhort 
of. that Glory which 
God had prepared for 

him : 


UMI 


him : yet it pleaſed the 


Lord to enter into a 
SECOND with him, 
the tenour of which was, 
That the Seed of the 
Woman ſhould Gen.z, 
bruiſe the Ser- 5 
pent's head : i.e. That 
Chriſt taking our nature 
upon him, and ſo becom- 
ing the ſeed of the Woman, 
{ſhould perform that Co- 
venant of «»firning obedi- 
ence which Adam broke, 
and yet being faule- 
leſs, undergo a ſhame- 
ful, and ignominious 
death for hun and. his 
Paſterity ; and fo _ 
j 
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the Serpent's head; i.e. de» 
hver us from the power 
of the Devil , who by 
this tranſgrethon had got 
the dominion over us.. 


6.A N Dthis is that Coe 
wenant we. now live un- 
der, the promiſes of which 
are * pardon of {ins 
through: the blood of 
Chriſt; * ſtrength: and: 
grace to perform the con- 


bours; This is what 
God om his part has de». 
clared:to us; for the re- 


quilites 0n: ours , - wiiat 
WC. 


tions, * and: eternab 
glory to reward our la-.. 
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we mult do x; to obtain 
theſe bleſſings, that is the 
great buſineſs of us all to 
know, and the peculiar 
deſign of this place briefly 
toconlider. 


7. WHERE, firſt, I 
mult lay down this for 
your encouragement,that 
we are no longer now 
tied to the heavy Yoke of 
perfect, unſinning Obe- 
dience ; not to have com- 
mitted any del:berate fin, 
nay or even to- have per- 
ſiſted in a habit and courſe 
of it ; but 1t is * a ſincere 
endeavour to perform 

what= . 
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whatſoever God enables 
us; *an unfeigned Obedi- 
Ence to the whole Goſpel 
of Chriſt : and * a hearty 
bewailing of our own 1n- 
firmities, as often as we 
come {ſhort of it ; with 
* a real delire, and * 
true endeavour of doing 
better for the future. 


8. To enter on a mi- 
nute conſideration of this 
would engage me to lay 
before you a Summary of 
the whole Goſpel of 
Chriſt : But, Madam, this 
were toexceed the limits 
of my deſign, & you have 

abundant 
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abundant aſſiſtances for 
this knowledge, in thoſe 
excellent books which 
you have choſen for the 
companions of your Tra- 
vels. Only becauſe cer- 
tain 1t 1s that the very 
beſt of us come ſhort of 
our duty , and ſtand in 
need of God's pardon,and 
forgiveneſs ; I will briefly 
lay before you the method 
you are to take to obtain 
this, in the particular 
conlideration of thoſe two 
great duties of Faith and 
Repexntance. 


Sect. 


86 Pyeparation 


vols. 5 
Of Faith, 


HzrE 1s ſcarce 
, any duty which 
has been ſo obſcured in 
the writings of learned 
Men as this. - I will not 
enter here into any of 
their diſputes, but briefly 
ſay , what I think fit for 
your practice and per- 
formance of it, 


2. FAITH then isan 


aſſenting to, or believing 
* the 


UM 


| 


UMI 


* the whele word of God, 

but eſpecially of his Goſpel, 
and of the * Commands & 
* 'T hreats aud * Promiles 
therein contained. This 
is the nature of that 
Faith which is required 
of us , and itis then per- 
fect when it affords to. 
every one of theſe that 
alſent which is proporti- 
oned to it, viz. 1. A firm 
aſſent to whatever the 
Goſpel has revealed: 2. 
an obediential ſubmiſſion 
to the Commands : 3. 
An humble fear and awe 
of the Threats ; and 4. a 


_ relyance on the 


ls A 


promiles of it. 3. To, 
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;. "Co have the firſt 
of theſc you muſt in gene- 
ral firmly believe, that 
whatever God hath 
faid, is infallibly true ; and 
though in particular , 
there be many revelatt- 
ons which you cannot it 
may be underſtand the 
poſſibility of; as that 
God became Man, was bor 
offa Mother ſtill remaining 
a Virgin; that he ſuffered 
and died, and yet lives for 
ever, yet mult you un- 
doubtedly conclude, that 
ſince he has plainly told 
you theſe things are ſo, 

you 
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- 
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you ought firmly to be- 
lieve him , ſeem they ne- 
ver ſo repugnant other- 


wiſe to your apprehen- 
ſion. 


4. To have the ſe- 

cond, you mult in gene- 

ral po to God's com- 
mands , that they are moſt 
fitting, juſt, and righte- 
ous ; and that all Men 
therefore ought diligent- 
ly to fulfill them; and 

»-1n particular you muſt 
reſolve that by the afh- 
ſtance of Heaven you 
your {elf will. 


s, FOR 


go Preparation 


5. Forthe zhird you 
muſt believe ſtedfaſtly 
that theſe Threats ſhall 
certainly , as moſt juſtly 
they ought, be executed 
upon all thoſe impenitent 
Sinners againſt whom 
they are denounced, and 
that except you take care 
to work out your Re- 
conciliation, and get out 
of the number of theſe 
unhappy creatures , you 


ſhall certainly find your * 


part in them. 


6. FOxr the /aff you 


are infallibly to beleve 
what 
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what God has promiſed ; 
eſpecially that he will 
give pardon of ſin, and 
everlaſting ſalvation to all 
humble and repenting ſin- 
zers; and for what re- 
fers to your own particu- 
lar, you are confidently 
to rely ' upon his word, 
that if you perform your 
part, Chriſt will never 
tail in his; and that there- 
fore you ought to fulfill 
thoſe duties , which he 
commands, and to which 
alone- this promiſe of Re- 
ward 15 given. 


—_—y 
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7. I'T 1s a queſtion 
which my little expert- 
ence lets me know do's 
oftentimes trouble very 
good Men, T hat certainly 
their faith 1n this laſt 1n- 
ſtance is not right, becauſe 
they ſtill find it accom- 
panied with fears aud 
doubts of their own Sal- 
vation. But, Madam, you 
muſt conſider that the 
faith which God requires 
in this matter is only this, 
That he will certainly re- 
ward all thoſe that believe 
in him, and obey his Com- 
maniments ; This weare 

ulls 
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undoubtedly to aſſent to; 
but- now for the particu- 
lar. application of this 
Faith to our ſelves, that 
deſerves no more of our 
aſſent, nor can indeed 
warrantably have i, than 
what is founded on the 
ſerious conſideration of 
our own. performances. 
Now though our conſci- 
ence bearing witneſs to 
our fincerity:.,- may give 
us great caule to hope we 
arcin: s State of Sabvati- 
ox, yet is it nopart of any 
man's Faith undoubtedly 
tobelieveit : Nay, rather 
{ome _— of fear and 


frems 
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trembling mMixt with it 
may: be a; good means ta 
ſecure us ;ua ; Our-duty z 
whullt a confident. depen: 
dance 1s very often ill 


grounded, and may cre- . 


ate ſuch a negligence. as 
will certaiely; maine us. !: / 


pence Flag 
therefore "__ __rt— 
God's cammands, to. re- 
ot; .1t..and :to bope::far 
parday' and, acceptanceof 
him. Infinite: rezſan-you 
have: 'for : all: this ; and 
this will-be.ſuffcient.for 
Your. arefent; goinfart,, 


and 
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and for your _ AC- 
ceptance. But If fell, et- 
ther * the greatnefs of 
the danger, or * glory 
of the reward ; * either 
our deſires of becomi 
ter, * or a trace anc 
humble fenſe of your own 
unworthineſs (-whick is 
almoft the perpetual cafe 
of the beſt perſons )) keep 
your Sonl under oodles? 
and a Coe, and 8 vi 
not t you to ike 
to thar pt os which 
ſome Men, I fear, un- 
warrantably themſelves 
pretend to, I am ſure un- 


warrantably require of 
E 2 others; 
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others; Aſſure your elf, 
that whilſt you firmly ac- 
quieſce in the general be- 
lief, That God will re- 
ward all them that love 
him, ard doubt of your 
{elf only becauſe you fear 
whether 'you do this ſo 
well - as you ought ; this 
doubting {hall prepare 
you to receive the re- 
ward of your Humility, 
but never bring .you in 
danger of any puniſh- 
ment for your xfidelity. 


| $ Set. 
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EPENTANCE 1 
uſually defined to 
be 4a change of mind , an 

olute entire converſion 
of our Souls from ſin to 
God. ' It 15not a tlung to 
be done-at certain times, 
as when we give an Alms, 
we exerciſe a particular 
att of charity ; but 'tis a 
ſtate of life , and conſiſts 
in a continual fincete 
practice of all thoſe 
E 3 dutics 
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duties which God has re- 
quired, and a hearty ſor- 
row, confeſſhon, and re- 
{olution of better obedi- 
ence,as often as we vi10- 
late any of his com- 


mands. 


2. Txs paſlage toit 
is difficult and uncahic ; 
It cantajns y Ricps 
which the habitual ſinner 
will find it hard to. over- 
paſs. T ſhall here confi- 
der only four of the more 
principal, and whuch. are 
ever found in that Chri- 
ſtian who truly lives ina 
Cate of it. 

3. THE 
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et 4 | 1 1 
3. THE frf is, To have 
a true ſenſe of ſin, of 
its Odiouſneſs, and of 
its Danger. 


t.e. Y O'n. muſt firh- 
Iy be convinced that eve- 
ry ſn you commit, 
fets you at enmity with 
Heaven,'and will ('xt not 
forſaker) render you nn- 
capable of it : Thar to 
perſevere in any evil 
courle, 1s the way to 
make you unhappy 1a 
this Life, and ſhall cer- 
tainly throw you into 
everlaſting torments in 

E 4 the 
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the next : Of all this you 
muſt ſeriouſly perfwade 
your felf, and that not 
lightly and in general, 
decerving your own Soul ; 
but bringing it home to 
your particular concern 
in it ; affeting your 
mind, and engaging your 
utmoſt endeavours to 
avoid that evil, which 
is thus odious to God, and 
thus dangerous to your 
Everlaſting Salvation. 


THe ſecond ſtep to this 
Duty, is, To have 42 
hearty ſorrow and contri- 
ton for your ſin. 

4 AND 
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4. A N Þ this you muſt 
endeavour after ,. not by 
being frighted and terri- 
fied, and 10 upon that ac- 
count troubled , as often 
as you reflect on thoſe 
infinite evils your fins 
are like to'bring upon: 
oo There. is no Man: 
—_ ſo wicked, but 
would do the ſame; But, 
Madam, you muſt, really 
ſorrow that you have ever 
finn'd; That you have 
provoked . fo loving and 
merciful a: Father; T0 
you have - diſobey'd ig 
gracious a Redeemer, wo 

| E 5 "al 
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all to gratify your paſh- 
ons. in ſome baſer in- 
ſtance, which you ought 
to abhor upon theſe 
grounds alone , though 
there were no Sr a 
ment | awaiting your 
tranſgreſſions. 


5. Nor muſt this 
forrow and contrition be 
only for = oroffer evits 
of unregenerate 
eftate, bu but even when we 
five beſt we muſt repeat 
it as often as we tranſ- 


grels the divime com- 

nd;nay we {honld ett 

ploy it tos, even Ra 
weak- 
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werkneſſes , the frailties , 
the pollutions of our na- 
res : our very proeneſs 
and inclination to. ſin : for 
however thefe ( uncon- 
ſented-to') are ” _ 
tragſprefſions ; are 
they rmattet © "ſtrom 
and grief to. eyery true - 
Chriſtian, and therefore 
ought to- be =_—Y is, 
Puiation altos © 


24} THAN | 


Tus ebi/#- cichiratirh 
to this _ By: Gap: 


Fon. : vo 
7 ts, 
_ % 


ils, "Ap 
fir td 
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we have n 0 prvanilh of 


any forgiveneſs withone 
it: Tofu 61 this you muſt 
not ſatisfy your ſelf to ac- 
knowledge to God Al- 
mighty 1n gexerel, That 
you are a inner; but you 
muſt carefully remark, 
and particularly enume- 
rate alſo, at leaſt the ſe- 
eral kinds of ſin whereof 
you know your ſelf guit- 

: You muſt ſhew _ 

of them by 

v4ting them with a AA 
unhappy circumſtances, 
and —_p— —_— 
of per can ; and for the 
eclt, you Hh compriſe 


Your 
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your unknown and lef> 
fer ſins under ſome ſuch 
general confefhion as 
that of the holy David, 
Who can te how ,_. 
oft he offendeth? 1, © 
O cleanſe thou me 

from my ſecret faults. 


. 72. You will, Ms 
dam , doubtleſs. - expeCtt 
that I ſhould here add 
ſomewhat of another, 
ſort of- Confefiow, which 
I have. fometimes - had 
the honour-to . diſcourſe 
with 'you aboue; I then 
told you \, that | unleſs 
me Accident rendrect 

| - K 
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it ſo, I did not/'eſteem 
it abſolutely. neceſſary. 
The expediency: of it, 
I: muſt. confeſs, .I ever 
much approved ,. and 
have often wiſh'd ©- 
thers would: do ſo too? 
and the reafons .I. have 
at large given you may 
be ſummed up: mto, 
theſe : 1. That St. James 
has adviſed' us. to 71+ 
fefs- our fanlts owe ro une 
other, Chap. 5:16. and: 
pray one. for another. 2.16: 
we: . have injured / ano- 
ther; then. we ought ito 
ara aoifeſs our fave 

Him; as ever we ran 
f tO, 
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to obtain the forgive- 
neſF of God. 3. Bar 
if our fin belongs only. 
to him, yet to cox Fa 
to his Mizifey is in ſome 
fort a fuller fatisfa&ion 
to' his juftice; It declares 
our | greater deteſtatiot 
of rhat offence , for 
whieh we are content 
to commut this violence 
upon our * felves. , It 
grves. us this comfort 
too, that rheredy we 
get the opinion of our 
Spiritual Guide concer- 
nittg the fare of our 
Repemtance ; and his di- 
roftion and affiſtance = 

Ti 4 4 
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the perfeCting of it ; 
and if we delire his par- 
ticular abſolution , we 
muſt. then. make. our 
confeſſion to: him be- 
fore we. can obtain it. 
What force thelse mo- 
tives may have upon 
you , I cannot tell; but 
or tlie preſent you are 
paſſing into. a place 


where you will have- 


little. opportunity. to 
praQtiſe 1t , and -ſhould 
therefore reſolve to ſup 
ply it, by a more- due 
and careful performance 
of. it to God Almighty. . 


Tas 


UMI 


fo2 Death, IO9 


Tax /:ft thing prepa- 
ratory to a true Re- 
pentance, 1s, A firm 
reſolution and wow 
of a new life. 


8. THaT you will 
immediately © quit all 
your S:zs, and all the oc- 
s4aſ0ns that are wont to 
lead you into thoſe fins ; 
That you will wholly 
relign your ſelf. up- to 
the guidance: of. Chrift ; 
and. perform whatloe- 
ver you know to be his 
will ; and this do truly 
and 
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and fincerely all the 
days of your lite. 


9. AND here, Ma- 
adam , behold 1n ſhort the 


dutics -that are- requned. 


of you ':. This is what 
you muſt do. to inherit 
eternal life ; And if 
you have ( a6T make no 
doubt”) - already- coms 
up "thus far , you are 
then. firmly to. perſevere 
in: 1t- unto the end ; It 
you- fulfil this Reſoluti- 
ox, though you * fall 
ſometimes 'by infirmity ;, 
* are betrayed by Tono- 
rance, * or ſurprized 

by 
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by ſome ſudden , and 


aayly incurring temptati- 
on ; * Nay, though you 
{ſhould be ſo unhappy 
as to fall into fome 
greater Ad, even of 
deliberate fin, which you 
might have avoided, and 
which you preſently re- 
tract by confeflioa and 
amendment , - you are Ne- 


yertheleſs in a regere- 


rate eſtate , you live the 
Life of a Chriſtan here, 
and ſhall mherit the re- 
ward - that is promiſed 
to him, in a . glorious 
Immortality hereafter. 


io, I 
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10. I SHALL cloſe 
this with my earneſt de- 
fires, which not any 
doubts of your goodnels, 
but my reab concern 
for your welfare, ex- 
tort from me; that you 
will ſeriouſly conſider 
your own as to 
this affair ;. Flatter not 
your- ſelf, # neither a 
tranſient ſorrow that: you 
have: ſinned, * nor a 


wifh that you had: not, 


* neither a faint and 
general , God be mer- 
ciful to. me a finner'; 
* nor an imperfet# re 


ſolu- 
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ſolution not to be {0 a- 
ny longer ; * not an obs 
| ſerving for the reſt the 
'| whole Law, if you in- 
dulge your ſelf but in 
any one habit of 1in; 
* not praying to God 
to give you his grace 3 
without your own fin- 
cere endeavours of uſing 
it ; nothing but a ſteady 
reſolution brought to 
practice ; God's grace 
uſed , his commandments 
obey'd as far as your 
infirmities will permit , 
and his pardon begg'd 
where you have not ; 
This is that which a- 

lone 
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lone muft fave your 

Soul; and carry you on 

ro: that . glorious Im- 

mortality , which I be- 

ſeech him to give you 

for - his Son Jeſu Chris 
fake 


_ 
o 


—= 


CHAP. 
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yh I 
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'\CHAP. IVY. 


4 conf deration. of fome 

_ particular dities which 
1 would myre e/pe + 
. cially reconanend' to 


' You 


THOUHGT, Madam, 
here to have ended 
your trouble; and to have 
refer'd my felf for -what 
may. concern your far- 
ther- praRtice, ta 'thoſe 
excellent and” "uſeful 
Treatiſes 
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Treatiſes you have ſo 


wiſely provided for- that 


purpoſe ; But they ſpeak 
1n_gexersdl, and though 
I know the care you 
take to apply them to 
your ſelf, - yet I cannot 
but beg leave to add 
two or three confidera- 
tions that may more im- 
mediately be accommo- 
dated to your particu- 
lar circumſtances, © + 


I 
Firff, That you duely 
-_ 1mplore | the bleſſings 
_ of Heaven by your 
-. conſtant Prayers. t9 
God Almighty. — .- 
© "ral I NzzeD 
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I NEED not tell you 
that you have * many 
wants to be ſupplied, 
* many bleſſings to re- 
ceive, * many lins to be 
forgiven , and that there 
1s nothing can obtain all 
theſe for you but your 
prayers: or were you {0 
all-ſufficient as not to 
need the influences of 
Providence to ſupport 
you ; yet would ſure 
every day bring to your 
remembrance ſlips and 
infirmities to be com- 
feſsd to him, to be ſure 
bleſſings and mercies to 

F be 
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be gratefully acknow- 
ledged , in a perpetual 
return of Praiſes and 
Thanksgivings to the 
great Donor. Upon all 
which accounts there can 
never be any pretence 
for your negle& of 
that Duty, which ſo 
many continual engage- 
ments oblzge you to. 


2, LET me to this, 
add the great affiſtance 
it will afford you in 
the performance of all 
the reft of your duty; 
whiltt thus you have 
your Converſation in 

Hea- 
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Heaven, all the _ 
little goods here ,,,** 
below will feem 
poor and 1nconſiderable 
in your fight; this will 


| ſtrengthen your patience 


in bearing your calami- 
ties, whilſt with faith 
you contemplate the glo- 
rious end to which they 
lead ; It will raiſe 1n 
your Soul the 'preateſt 
care of fulfilling the 
divine will, leſt you 
loſe ſo: excellent a re- 
ward ;. 17 a4 word, this 
exerciſe will calf down 
the favour of Heaven 
upon you, cither to' res 

| F 2 move 


». 
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move thoſe affliftions 
you now labour under, 
from you, or you from 
them 3 will bring you 
peace , and comfort, and 
{atisfaftion in . this life, 
and an everlaſting peace 
and repole in the next. 


3. IT has been the 


eat diſcouragement of 


me Chriſtians in the 
exercile of this duty, 
that they do not find 
theſe great Benefits of 
their devotion : That 
they are told indeed of 
the mighty influences of 
prayer : and have read 
how 
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how that by it Joſhua 
changed the order of 
nature, and made the 
Sun ſtand fſlill in the 
midſt of the Firmament ; 
Elias tied up the 
Windows of Hea- Joh. 10- 
ven that 1t rai- 1 Kings 
ned not for three 27: 
whole years in 1/- 
rael ; Hezekias 2.65. 
added fifteen 
gears to his life ; The Apo- 
les gave Peet to the 
Lame, Eyes to the Blizd, 
and even Life to the 
Dead ; But themſelves 
| are ry far from working 
{uch- miracles , that they 
FP 3 Cal 
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cannot ſo much as. ob- 
tain the ſupply - of thoſe 
ordinary . wants ' they 

oy often labour un- 
er, 


_. 4. BuT, Madam, .we 
muſt not for all this 
think either that the 
Arm of the Lord 1s 
{hortned , that he can- 
not, or his-will alter'd 
that he ſhould not hear 
us, as well as he did 
them; indeed -for ſuch 
miraculous effects , - we 
have now no longer 
need of them, and it 


would therefore be a 
fond 


| 
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tond preſumption in us 
to expect them ; But 
for the reſt there are 
two conſiderations which 
Men would do well ro 
reflect! on hefore they 
charge God foolithly. 


1. WHETHER we d0 
not very often receive 
the benefit of our pray- 
ers, when yet ungrate« 
fully we charge Heaven 
wich denying our Pett- 
tions. 


2. Ir our Requeſts 
are really deny'd , whe- 
ther the fault do's not 

F 4 lie 
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he at our own doors 
that they are fo, 


5. FOR the former 
of theſe we may very 
ealily be miſtaken., and 
I doubt very often are 
ſo: Did we indeed per- 
tectly know the- ſtate 
of our own condition, 
and what was moſt pro- 


per and convenient for 


us, we might then have 
{ome reaſon tg conclude 
our Prayers were not 
heard, it our delires were 
not an{wered ; But now 
that fuch 1s our 19nC- 
rance that though we 

are 
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are ſenſible enough cf 
the evils that lie upon 
us, yet we cannot ſay 
either whether they are 
fit to be removed at 
all; or when, or by 
what means ; or for 
what ſtate ; we ought 
to be very. wary 1n our 
thoughts of God's Pro- 
vidence, and not raſ{hly 
pronounce what xvye can 
never be ſure of. 


7: 9 HO WL D-' you 
now ,: for in{tance, 'yout 
ſelf, Madam, pray- to 
God':for. a recovery from 
this* ſickneſs.5: how raſh 

21 F 5 would 
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would it be to accuſe 
God of not hearing your 
Prayers , becauſe you 
found your Diſeaſe to 
continue ſtill ? * Tt 
may be he ſees it has not 
yet perfectly wrought 
in  you- all thoſe good 
effeds he intends; 'T hat 
if you ſhould at this 
time recover your health, 
it might occaſion your 
return to the fins and 
follies of your age. * 
It may be he intends 
yet longer to. prove your 
vertue , that ſo he may 
afterwards more plente- 
oufly reward it ; *Per- 
HAN | haps 


UM 
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haps he puniſhes your 
ſins by it in this Life, 
that he may ſpare you 
in the next. Now if 
theſe or the like are 
the cauſes of our af-_ 
fliction, certainly you 
could not have a great- 
er 1njury done you, than 
the removing of your 
diftemper : and. thoſe 
Prayers you make for 
a recovery are to be lookt 
upon as belt heard by 
God , and beſt an{wer'd 
for you , if they move 
him to a longer cont 
nuance of your lickneſs. 
A: * ,Though Gol 

PF 6 does 
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does not anſwer your 
requeſts in the very re- 
moval of your diſtem- 
per ; 1t - may be yet he 
{hews their efficacy ia 
{upporting you with 
ſtrength and patience to 
bear it; Infinite are the 
methods of his Provi- 
dence , and wmpoſlible 
it 15 for us to trace 
them all : and though 
-we are not able to 
point out the very mer- 
cy. which our devotion 
has obtained; yet this 
God. has promiſed, and 
we muſt therefore firm- 
ly believe and rely: up- 
ON 
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en it, That if we asf, 
we ſhall, we do, receive. 


7. BuT here my 0- 
ther conſideration muſt 
come 1n, St. James, ſpeak- 
ing of the-inefferualnefs 
of ſome- mens Devotion, 
tells them, Te as, and re- 
ceive not, becauſe Jaan 6 
ye ask amiſs; and 
that I fear is too often our 
condition ; And there- 
fore that you- may be able 
both to know- and/avoid 
this, I wHl beg leave, 
Madam, to give you only 
a ſhort Catalogue of what 
qualifications ſeem - to 
c me. 
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me more immediately re- 
quilite to render your 
Devotion prevalent. 


I. TAKE heed that 
the things you deſire be 
{uchas are fit for God to 
g1ve, and you to receive ; 
Let not any inſtances of 
ſz defile your requeſts ; 
and even in the moſt 1n- 
nocent matters , rather 
beg in'general the blel- 
ſings of God which he 
knows requilite , whe- 
ther for your Soul or Bo- 
dy, than deſcend too 
much to-the particulars 
your {elf , and preſcribe 
_ to 
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to him, who fo little 
underſtand your own 
wants. 


Secondly, BerORE you 
pray,clear your Soul from 
all thoſe ſins which you 
know diſpleaſing to God 
Almighty ; for till that 
be done he regards you as 
Is Enemy ; and you can- 
not therefore expect that 
he ſhould reward you as 
his ſervant. | 


Thirdly, PREPARE 
your Soul with all thoſe 
neceflary Graces that are 
more' unmediately "_ 
» WAY ite 
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lite to this performance 
with Humilityand Reſig- 
nation ; with Faith 1n his 
Power, and Hope of his 
Mercy, with Love and 
Charity towards God and 
towards your Neigh- 
bour ;. All which will 
infinitely diſpoſe him- to 
give, and prepare youto 
FEcelVe.. 


Fourthly , WreN'you 
pray, let it be with. at- 
tention , With-fervency , 


with perſeverance; "To 


which end I ſhould think 
it better that. your pray- 
ers were. ſhort and fre- 


quent ,, 


UM 
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quent, than over long 
which only make them 
tedious and uneafie to 
you in your preſent ſtate, 
but never the more ac- 
ceptable to God ; who 
delights not in mens 
words, but requires their 
hearts 3 and hears the 
ſhorteſt Ejaculation , as 
certainly as the longeſt 
Prayer. 


Fifthly, IN a word: 
Having pray'd, leave the 
itue contentedly in his 
hands : Let it ſatisfy you 
that you have his promiſe 
tor your ſecurity , and 

that 
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that if thus you make your 
requeſts to him, you ſhall 
ſooner or later moſt cer- 
tainly find that 
your labour has 
wot been in vain , in the 


Lord. 


ICor.1 5.58. 


ASECOND Duty, that 
I muſt more particu- 
larly recommend to 
you, 15 Charity : . 


A GRACE That has 
more promiſes annext to 
it than any other moral 
or theological Vertue : St. 
Paul prefers it even to 
Faith it ſelf , 1 Cor. 13. 

- And 
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And could we have eyery 
other Vertue which the 
Goſpel enjoyns 1n the 
higheſt perfection, yet 
he plainly aſſures us that 
without this, they would 
all avail us nothing. 


2. CHARITY taken 
in its largeſt extent is no- 
thing elſe but, The ſincere 
Love of God ana our 
Neighbour ; The former 
of theſe requires not only 
your higheſt eſteem -of 
him, your deſires of go- 
ing to him, and filling 
your ſelf with his good- 
neſs ; but allo a ſincere 
endeavour 
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endeavour to pleaſe and 
obey him , to fulfll his 
commanIds,. and hate all 
thoſe things that he dil- 
hkes, and may any way 
fet you at enmity with 
him. - | 


3. The latter enga- 
ges you to an univerſal 
love of all Men , even 
your very Enemues ; to 
retain' no malice nor ha- 
tred againſt any ; to be 
ready to do them all the 
kindneſs you are able, by 
 reproving the Vicious, 
inſtructing the ignorant, 
relieving the poor ; ” 
all. 


all which, you have the 
peculiar promiſe of God 
for your engagement ; 
and ſhall receive the par- 
don of your ſins, and 
everlaſting glory for your 
Reward. 


I Mus T now haſten 
to a concluſion, and there- 
fore will preſume to add 
only this one Caution 
more, 


THIRDLY, that you 
would take an eſpecial 
Care how you employ your 
F118. 


— — 


op & - 


138 .Pyeparation 


1.1 T is not, Maaazn, for 
me to divine what" op- 
portunities you may have 
for this , nor canlT there- 
fore adviſe you any thing 
in particular ; Only let 
me beg you to loſe no 
_ occaſion of doing all the 
good _ you can ; which 
whatever the iſffue of 
your pteſent ſickneſs be, 
is to be ſure your duty , 
and ſhall prove your bleſ- 
ſingeither in this World 
or another. 


2.INEED not deſire 
{ you to ſpend the hours 
you may have for your 
triends & your diverſion, 
innocently ; but if I may 
» preſume to ſpeak my 
thoughts in a matter of A&# 9 
great importance,I ſhould 
perſwade you not only to 
do this, but even todeny 
your {ſelf ſomewhat -of 
that full liberty which 
others do uſually allow 
themſelves; the Wiſe man 
has told us., that Mzrth 
is not proper in the time 
of ſorrow ; ſince it has 
pleaſed God to lay his 
in- 
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inflictions upon you; You 
ought ſo far (I had al- 
moſt ſaid in civility to 
him) to comply with 
your _ circumſtances ,. as 
to be a little more reſer- 
ved than otherwiſe were 
needful, and though not 
to fly tothe other extreme 
( which, I ratherought 
to _diflwade you from ) 
yet to keepin ſucha tem- 
per , as may both ſpeak 
you ſen(ible,as you ought, 
of your condition , and 
yet not diſcontented at 
God's diſpenſations. 


3. BuT 
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-»{0e: Death. 14T 
* CRBC C30; 10 LOD 
1.132 Baa V3Idudam, whit 
everxouri-employs } be;, 
let.-no: day paſs without 
ſome: time to retire into 
your ſelf, and: — 
reading , meditating.,: 
ſame other pious ects 
» to feed your-. zeal, :and 
confirm your devotion, | 
-:.4. LAS EY; in your 
moſt buly »octapations:, 
wwhen'.you: are; never::{b 
much ;taken up with o- 
ther affairs, yet ſtcal now 
| and-then a miaiite tothe 
thorghts: of. Hewes ; 4 -ſenil 
up REI: to:tle 
G God 
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God of your Salvation ; 
'Thus .is:.aplece 'of thrift 
that by. frequent excerciſe 
will do you much good , 
and yet never inure 'any 
other [bulinels. . Auguſtus 
Ceſar is nghly commen- 
ded--by the ancient Poet, 
ithat .in the midſt of his 
moſt croublefome occu- 
pations he could ſtill find 
zZime/'to dook up to Hea- 
ven, and. conſider the 
Fame, aad contemplate 
the parts and motions 
of at. How much 
more -{hould we always 
be lat ieafure to \refleRt oh 
Jun that framed berh 
BO that 
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| that and us; to whoſe 
Providence we owe every 
minute of our lives, 

and whom therefore we 
ought, above all other 
things, inceſſantly to 
raiſe for his unſpeaka- 
le Mercies. 


ee en COCA 
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©L-O $E. 


F 


' 
, 


ND now, Madam, 
that I may cloſe 
with what what after 
{ſo long an intruſion upon 
your Meditations, with 
theſe reflections, which 
T am confident make a 


great part of your dayly 


entertainment ; The only 
thing that can render ei- 
ther theſe Papers or their 

recom» 
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recommendations accep=* 
table-unto you ; that cari? 
ſecure you againſt fin ,* 
and - endear - Vertue ' and! 
Religion to your prattice, 
will be to raiſe your-afs, 
te&jonsabovethts World, 
by ' ſeriouſly . conſidering. 
the excellence - and cer- 
tainty -of another life ; 
and how . vain and tran-' 
ſicht, indeed how trouble- 
ſome and unſatisfying are” 
the higheſt felicities of 
this. 


"2. I HAVE not hete 
time to delineate to - you 
the glories of God's hea- 

G 3 venly 
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Kingdom, nor- 1n- 
deed could I tell you. (if 
I had} what #4 hap- | 
_ bo that place is.like- 
ha be, Bars” all tears 
* ſwat} wiged 0798 OnY 
" afes.s and there ſhall be no: 
* 2OFE death, nor farrom, 
© 20x Grind #0r din; 
When tl be 
-+ freed. from every diſeaſe ; 
our Squls from every 
trouble; thoſe ſhall be 
chang'd mto Iincorru 
ble and immortal x 
ſtances , theſe be enter- 
tain'd with the moſt com- 
REG cad ravithing ob- 
jects, and: both continue 
to 
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to be thus unſpeakably 
bappy throughout all 
Ereraity,withour the lea(t 
danger of ether lofag 
or leſſening ther enjoy- 
ments. 


+ BLESSED God! 
How contrary 6 this to 
our melancholy and un- 
comfortable portion.” 
below ? a place, where 
aot a day. paſſes, but we 
cat our Bread with 
{\rrow and cares; The . 
preſent troubles. us, the 
future amazes us., and 
even the paltflls us with 
grief and anguiſh, I for- 
G 4 beap 
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bear to tention! the Par- 
ticularievils which 'every 
Man 'beft knows' by his 
own--experience-: If we 
look abroad upon the-pre- 
ſent face of the World} 
What do we fee in the 
ſeveral *Kingdbrhs! about 
us, but Wars and confu- 
- Hon, all things running 
Ao Frerrn and deſtruCtion, 
to the coafounding and 
devotiring-of” each other: 
If we conſider the Churts, 
that holy Mother" of us 
all-, chow do Her unna: 
tural Children -rend''and 
tear her - ſkered* bowels 
by their contentions * 
W hat 
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What, Schiſms 5. What 
Herefies, what Prophane- 
eſs is: there in it! On- 
ly in Sin and Impiety . we 
agree on all {ides; here 
there 15 neither Jew '. nor 
Gentile ; but all are unts 
ted in a monſtrous con- 
tederacy againft God. an 
our own Souls... . 
- #353) UODVY C1 23H 
4.,I £:we contfact.onr 
view! andi confine! it td 
our own ſinful Nation ;It 
has pleaſed God'to pres 
{erye: us yet -in peacez-ta 
{ve if xe will repentand 
anficipate his Judgments} 
But alas ! his hand 'is 
G 5 lifted 


; 1 EC » 
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lifted up to ſtrike, and 
we do nothittg to pre- 
= the _ atid. 
wilat can we bur 
that it ſhould ar laſt fall 
upon us to our confuli- 
On. 


s. PARDON me, 
Madan , if I freely com- 
fefs to you my fears, that 
E-rremble to think what 
ſhall be the iflue of {6 
greatan' Impenitencs, as 
we- have now theſe many 
years ſhew'd under all ttie 


BProveadencet reclaien us; 
bo 6. Hy 


various methods of :God's- 
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fox Death. 


5x 


6. He - has | ſeat! the 
{word,Hoth of civil Frou- 
bles and publick War a- 
moneltt us, and it has.been 

deeply ſtaind mn the 
wu of the +: beſt - and 
ciuefeſt of -our ſtrength ; 
Oar - Princes have ber 
forced into | Captivity; 
Our Church' been chaſed 
into the Wilderneſs ;. The 
breath of our noſtrils , the 
Anointed of the Lot d- has 
been cut off by. the viteſb 
of his: Sabjefts; yer have 
we: {not returad:, : nor 
Dagheodr) Gok. > // _ 

311i} 2 7 a 
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-.*7.: LH B. Fire has con- 
lymed our; dwellings;::the 
Plagae deſtroy d its 7 hows 
ST and ten rhouſands. in 
our Streets, yet behold we 
are. ſtill -3ncorrigible, we 
90:0 as 'before in-: the 
ways of -ourown hearts, 
and ſpeak! peace. to- our 
fouls - even in. the' midſt 
of. all theſe: OI 

"8. Gx PF Te era 
- , ſhall : be the. = 
niſhment of. it, and-what 
ſhall we do,. Gtars = 
, , C | mt here 


d & _ 
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leave to-joyn. my- {elf in 
bhis c:refledtion'!)*/to't pre« 
ventionr partin the:coms 
mon . deftruQion'?- - Let 
us.” take heed” that - we 
have no-: ſhares in their 
ſws;-and-then "bywGods 
mercywwe fhathhzve none 
in\the. puniſhments Lec 
us: live. 'as thoſerwho #t- 
tend, :fuct-© trials, + an 
then: he 1 witÞ ;errffer»: be 
pleaſed to”. taternss from 
the evit #0! come; or tos 
uer 4" witÞ his hand. in 
the-midft' of it : He 'will 
to: be ſure: with ithe dans? 
ogriinake 'a- way for us! 
tq:16ſcapey? and being! 
X7LY} Da 
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paſt through this ſhort ' 


torm, will bring us to 


that Port where we {hall 


find ever/aſtins Reft, and 
a  con{ummauted felicity;, 


.* Thoſe - bleſſtn2s., which 


* neither Eye has fee, 


© nor Exr brard, nor do 


Ci enter wtnto the Ebary' 


Man to conceive ; 
but which God' has pre- 
pared ak them that /ove 
him: Among winch blef- 
ſed number , that you 


may tlien be found, as- 


it was' the only inten- 
tion of theſe: refleftions 


pe 


ever be the hearty 
prayer 


ut 


nY 
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prayer of him who 
with all imaginable re- 
ſpect and ſincerity re- 
mains, 


Madam, 


| Your moſt humble, 
and moſt obedient 


Servant, 
W.W. 
THE 
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